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Mike Ditka delivers a powerful presentation that highlights the key 
characteristics people need in order to achieve their personal and professional 
goals. With his first-hand experience, clear illustrations and humorous anecdotes, he 
shows why he is considered one of the best motivational speakers in all of the NFL.  
He shares the lessons learned from a life of commitment and attention to the 
fundamentals - and resulting victory. 

Ditka will appear at the Meyer Theatre in downtown Green Bay on Tuesday, 
Sept. 8.  Ticket prices are $36 and $51.   

Tickets can be purchased at the Resch Center Box Office, 
or online at www.ticketstaronline.com.  

Mike Ditka's NFL career began in 1961 when the Chicago Bears made him 
their first round selection from the University of Pittsburgh.  He had an immediate 
impact, catching 56 passes and earning NFL Rookie of the Year honors.  Ditka 
played five more seasons with the Bears earning a Pro Bowl trip each year before 
being traded to the Philadelphia Eagles in 1967.  After two years with the Eagles, he 
played four more in Dallas, helping the Cowboys win Super Bowl VI.  Ditka was 
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1988.  His 427 career receptions 
included 75 catches in 1964, an NFL record for tight ends. 

Ditka retired from playing following the 1973 season and was hired by the 
Dallas Cowboys where he spent 9 seasons as an offensive assistant and special 
teams coach. During this period he had the opportunity to work for legendary head 
coach Tom Landry. Prior to the 1982 season, Ditka signed on as head coach of the 
Bears, taking over a team that had had just two winning seasons in the previous 19 
years.  During his ten-year stretch as head coach, Ditka led the Bears to six NFC 
Central titles, three additional appearances in the NFC title game, and a Super Bowl 
victory (1986).  He has been awarded Coach of the Year honors (1985 and 1988) by 
The Sporting News, Associated Press and Pro Football Writers.  Ditka is one of only 
two men to have won a Super Bowl as a player, assistant coach and head coach. He 
has authored numerous books on his experience in sports and life, and is currently a 
NFL commentator on ESPN. 

 

Ticket sales to benefit Junior Achievement in Brown County. 

 

 

  Junior Achievement in Brown County Presents: 

 Coach Mike Ditka Live  at the Meyer Theatre. 

 

            A very special thank you to Jennifer Drewry for her help in producing JAôs quarterly newsletter. 

mailto:lbilotti@jawis.org
http://www.ticketstaronline.com/
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            Have old office supplies?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wondering what to do with them? 

 

 

 

     

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone is willing to donate, our Brown County Junior 

Achievement office is in need of the following items,  

.   

 

Office furniture:  

2 matching desks 

Book shelves 

Cabinets 

Small Refrigerator 

Electric stapler 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOU HELP! 

 
 

Junior Achievement of WI, Inc. ï Brown County 

 

920-437-2444 

 

 
*Junior Achievement is a non-profit organization. 

 

 

 

I guess we have to 

throw out those old 

bookshelvesé 

 

 

What do we do with 

that old office desk?? 

         HEY!  

 

JA might be able to use them!! 

 

AND that may mean a tax break 

for your business!!!* 
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                   JUNIOR ACHIEVEME NTôS 5
TH

 ANNUAL ñBIZ FOR KIDS CHALLENGEò 
 

On April 25, fifth  grade students from area schools gathered at NWTC for the 

Fifth Annual Junior Achievement Biz for Kids Challenge. 
 

Students, in teams of four lead by a volunteer business mentor, competed in 

developing an idea for an area restaurant, creating a business plan and marketing strategy, 

and presenting their ideas to a panel of judges. 
 

The winning team, ñOld Time Pizzaò, included Leah Bohlman, Miranda Smith, Elana 

Cain, all from Doty Elementary and Morgan Rabideau from Aldo Leopold.  They were 

all mentored by Karen Merkatoris from Humana Inc.  They won a $200 Savings Bond!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The 2nd place team, ñWorld Wide Grillò was won by Tyler Cox and Jaret Curtis, both 

from Pioneer and Turner Wittig from Langlade and Tyler Rolling from Valley View.  

They were mentored by Troy Streckenbach from Jimmy Seas and Marcoôs Seafood Club.  

They won a $100 Savings Bond.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The 3rd place team was ñSeeing is Believingò and came with a $50 Savings Bond and 

was won by Sara Schmidt from Fox View and Sierra Berg and Nicolas Arias both from 

Pioneer.  They were mentored by Joel Seehafer from Humana Inc.  
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______________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT RECEIVES GRANT FROM WALMART FOUNDATION! 

 

 

Junior Achievement of Wisconsin announced today that it received a grant from 

the Walmart Foundation  to fund implementation of the High School Workforce 

Readiness Outreach.   The grant was issued through Wal-Martôs State Giving Program,  

an effort to provide opportunities for people to live better through programs that have a  

long lasting positive impact. 

 

The $30,000 grant will enable JA of Wisconsin to implement a rigorous 

workforce readiness program, JA Success Skills, in 60 classrooms across the state during 

the 2009-2010 school year, 4 that will take place in Brown County.  In all 1300 high 

school students will evaluate their current workforce knowledge, then work to identify, 

develop and practice their employability skills.  A trained adult business volunteer will 

facilitate the program in each class. 

 

ñJunior Achievement is extremely appreciative of Wal-Martôs support,ò says Tim 

Greinert, President, JA of Wisconsin ñThis partnership will allow us to expand our reach, 

helping equip more young people with ñreal worldò skills that they can utilize for a 

successful future.  We are also grateful for Wal-Martôs tremendous volunteer support of 

JA across the state.ò 

 

 



 

5 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humana Associates Go All Out to Support Junior Achievement! 
 

 

With a network of over 100 volunteers, Humana continues to support Junior 

Achievement again in 2009.  Humana, a long time supporter of JA both financially as 

well as through their volunteer team, continues to see value in what JA has to offer the 

communities in Brown County.   

Humana has over 50 volunteers in the spring semester classrooms teaching 

kindergarten through high school level classes.   

Amy Everard, a Humana associate in Call Center Operations said after her very 

first classroom visit, ñI felt very fulfilled after meeting with the kids last week! Their 

enthusiasm is so contagious! (I am working with 5th graders from Valley View).ò   

Another associate,  Heidi Krause, from the De Pere office provided this glimpse 

into her experience with JA, ñEvery time I teach JA for elementary school students I am 

amazed by the passion these young kids have for learning. They are so impressionable, 

and I appreciate the time we spend together. The bond that forms between students and 

the JA volunteers is priceless. I last taught during and after school YMCA program at 

Howe Elementary School. One little girl in particular, Chloe, really tugged at my heart 

strings. She always sat up front to be close to me. One day while all the students were 

drawing pictures to take home, Chloe came up to me. Rather than taking her picture 

home to her family, she wanted me to have it. I will never forget that moment or that little 

girl. It made me realize that even a short period of time spent with these kids can make a 

world of difference to them. JA is not just a volunteer opportunity, but a real honor to be 

a part of these kids' lives.ò   

Finally, Beth Fiscus, an associate in the downtown offices, shared her perspective, 

ñI volunteer every Friday at Pioneer Elementary and even though the class is over, the 

kids call me the JA lady that works at Humana.  Itôs nice to know that I made that type of 

impression on many young minds who may someday be a doctor, police officer or who 

knows maybe even the president.ò 

Humana had associates at the Business Challenge ï mentoring high school 

students.  The associates found themselves engaging quickly into the competition, 

wanting/willing their students to win the scholarships up for grabs.  Humana also had 

associates at the Biz for Kids challenge ï mentoring 5th Graders as they developed their 

restaurant business plans.  The volunteers were amazed at the creativity and energy those 

5th graders brought to the competition.  Humana also provided give-aways for each 5th 

grader in the form of backpacks ï the kids were thrilled with all the great óstuffô they 

received during the event! 

Humana strongly encourages employee volunteerism; in fact they have a team 

within the company called HumanaCares who help to organize the volunteer efforts. 

     

Humanaôs website supports the sign-up efforts, provides monthly updates on their 

Charity of the Month (JA was the November Charity of the Month) and tracks volunteer 

hours.  Humana associates receive 20 points, which translates to $20, for participation in 

5 events for January through May and again June through December.  JA classroom visits 

count toward those 5 events, putting real dollars in the hands of the associates in 

recognition for their efforts. 

 

 

Pictured on the next few pages are some of the many volunteers from Humana.  If 

you see them in the community, say ñHiò and thank them for all they do for JA! 

 

 

THANK YOU HUMANA!!!!!  
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Row 1:  Nikki Gomes, Pat Behrens, Tom McNeely, Heidi Krause, Joan 
VanBeaver, Beth Boor, Kelly West 
Row 2:  Connie Larsen, Lynn Kropp, Lynn Adamczak, Catherine Wilson, Deb 
Runnoe, Kathy Vandenlangenberg 
Row 3:  Kim Shanda, Colleen Cantwell, Gail Cuene,  
Row 4:  Courtney Cooley, Laura Gellin, April Mueller, Todd Dahlquist, Sara Behr, 
Scott Schmitt, Cindy Ritchie 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Row 1:  Beth Fiscus, Tom Noack, Toni Holewinski 
Row 2:  Cal Knaide, Julie Russell, Debra Caelwaerts 
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Row 1:  Meg Knier 
Row 2:  Tina Huettl, Michelle Wyngaard, Mark Matzke, Diane Aubry, Juan 
Corpus, George Burleton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Row 1:  Lisa Ostrenga, Teri Johnson, Mary Hooker 
Row 2: Jason Shanda, Brian Brost, Lindsey Voight 

 

 

 

 

 

   Thank you again Humana! 
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We are recruiting for FALL  Semester! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please click on this link: 

 

FALL 2009 Volunteer Needs!l    
 
 
Here is a list of schools that are offering Junior Achievement for fall and spring 

this upcoming year.  Please consider helping us out! 

 

 
Ashwaubenon District  
Parkview Middle 
Pioneer Elementary  
Valley View Elementary 
 
Boys & Girls Club 
Thomas Lutsey Unit 
Bruce Nagel Unit 
 
Catholic Diocese of Green Bay 
Holy Cross 
Holy Family 
Notre Dame de la Baie Academy 
Notre Dame of De Pere Middle 
Our Lady of Lourdes  
Resurrection Elementary 
St. John the Baptist 
St. Matthew School  
St. Paul Catholic 
St. Thomas More 
 
De Pere Unified 
Fox View Intermediate 
Heritage Elementary 
Susie Altmayer Elementary 
 
Encompass Child Care 
Cornerstone Center 
 
Green Bay School District 
Aldo Leopold 
Chappell Elementary 
Danz Elementary 
Doty Elementary 
East High 
Edison Middle 
Elmore Elementary 
Franklin Middle 
Jefferson elementary 
Kennedy Elementary 
Langlade Elementary 
Lincoln Elementary 
Lombardi Middle 
MacArthur Elementary 
Preble High 
Southwest High 
Sullivan Elementary  
Washington Middle 
Webster Elementary 
West High School 

         

 

http://www.ja.org/nested/browncounty/programs_schools.html
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Junior Achievement Welcomes: 
 

 New JA Board Member, Troy Streckenbach, owner of Jimmy Seas 

and Marcoôs Seafood Club Restaurants  
 

 New Senior Advisory Board Member, Gregory Maass, PH.D., 

Superintendent of Schools and Learning, Green Bay Public 

Schools 

 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We continue to Grow: 
 

Brown County stats 2008-2009 
 

Number of schools = 67 compared to 61 last year 

Number of classrooms = 492 compared to 460 last year, a 7% increase 

Number of students reached 10,343 compared to 9997 last year, a 3.5% increase 

Number of volunteers = 395 compared to 360 last year 

Number of teachers = 370 compared to 334 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                                   

 3rd Grade Students are Terrific Future Leaders! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

On May 13th, 2009, Elaine Willman, Hobart Village Administrator, awarded Junior 

Achievement certificates of Achievement to twenty 3rd grade students in Mrs. Kay Cotaôs 

classroom at Hemlock Creek Elementary School.  The students completed a 5-week series on 

city government that focused on principles of zoning, planning, entrepreneurship, and a special 

session on the newspaper business.  Each activity connects classroom academic subjects with 

skills needed in government and business.  ñThe comprehension and enthusiasm of the students, 

the intelligent questions and ability to quickly follow directions to complete complex tasks was 

just wonderful,ò said Elaine Willman.  ñMrs. Cota has created a vibrant learning environment 

and her students are examples of great hope for our futureôs next generation of business and 

government leaders.ò 
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       2
nd

 Annual Brat Sale at Festival Foods!  
 

Junior Achievement hosted its 2
nd

 annual Brat Fry at Festival Foods in De Pere on June 

27th.  Once again the weather cooperated and it was a great success. Well, except for that little 

sprinkle at the end of the day, but we stuck it out!   JA canôt thank you enough for giving up part 

of your Saturday to help out, without YOU it could not have been accomplished.  I also want to 

thank all who brought their kids, always a welcome addition.  They were a great help!  We saw 

some great grilling skills and very friendly money takers.  Last yearôs Brat Fry at Cub Foods East 

brought in $300, this year at Festival Foods the total was $537.40!  Skyôs the limit next year!   

 

JA thanks each and every volunteer for not only helping out in the classroom, but at the 

Brat Fry, THANK YOU!!!  

 
Michelle Wyngaard, Pat Behrens, Beth Boor, Kimberly Shanda, Colleen Cantwell, Dolly Willems, Calvin Knaide, 

Meggin Brittain, Silvija Fisher, Maureen Wouters, Ron Nikolai, Becky Volkman, Emily Qiu, Chris Elliott, Laura 

Nolan, and Mary Castonia.   
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 Have YOU heardé                            

                      What Our Volunteers and Teachers    

                                                                     are Saying? 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ñMs. House did a super job being her first year as a JA volunteer.  She was well prepared 

and very dedicated to meeting her commitment.  She had great rapport with the students and 

knew when they were "getting it" or when we needed to spend extra time on a concept 

(especially the newspaper activity).  I loved having a person from the business world come into 

the classroom to teach because it makes the learning more real and concrete for the students.  All 

of us at Saint Joseph School, Inc. had a very positive experience with the JA program. Thank-

you to all of the business employers who promote, encourage and allow their employees to 

participate in such a rewarding and educational program.ò   

Linda Gerlach, St. Joseph School about Jennifer House, Schneider National 

 

 

 

ñThe comprehension and enthusiasm of the students, the intelligent questions and ability to 

quickly follow directions to complete complex tasks was just wonderful.  Mrs. Cota has created a 

vibrant learning environment and her students are examples of great hope for our futureôs next 

generation of business and government leaders.ò 

 

 

 

 

Elaine Willman, Village of Hobart about Kay Cota, Hemlock Creek Elementary School 

 

 

 

 

ñToday was my last class with the kindergarteners from Meadowbrook Elementary School and 

one of the boys came up to me as I was leaving and told me he got a new goldfish this past 

weekend and named it Mr. Vanderheyden, but he and his sister call it Mr. V for short.ò  

 Chris Vanderheyden, Double Digit Sales Growth  

 

ñIt was an awesome experience! The kids also got to tour Dynamic Designs in Pulaski, WI. Then 

they all did "Thank you's" for me & are a great bunch of kids. Thank you for letting me do this 

and to interact with the class.ò 

 Robin Wasielewski, Dynamic Designs Unlimited  

 

 

 

ñShe was absolutely fantastic.  We met before her sessions began, and laid a great foundation 

between both of us.  We set up expectations (both ways) and talked about classroom 

management since this was going to be Katie's first time volunteering.  Her lessons were very 

well prepared, the children were engaged, and she simply had very good rapport with each of my 

students.  I hope Katie continues as a volunteer - I would highly recommend her!ò 

 

                                 

 

 

Barb Anderson, Holy Family School about Katie Ruechel, Humana Inc. 
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ñBoth times we had cake, snacks, and had a little quiz where I gave out prizes for the student 

who answered the question first.  It's a lot of fun reviewing and celebrating the course.  

PS. Kids like sheet cake!!ò 

  Bill Knasinski, Genco about his class at Washington Middle School with Rachel OôBrien 

 

ñI finished my last Junior Achievement class yesterday with a feeling of sadness.  This was the 

best class that I ever had for Junior Achievement.  I remember thinking when I was teaching, a 

teacher gets a class like this about once in every 7 years.  The same goes for a difficult class.  I 

am so fortunate to have been able to be a part of these studentsô lives.   Since my goal in life has 

been to make a difference in other's lives, I ask that you contact me when the program begins 

again & you have an opening in Pulaski.ò   

Carol Schroeder-Puzen about her experience at Glenbrook Elementary School with Amy 

Wendricks 

 

ñThe 3rd graders at Hillcrest were very enthusiastic about the subject "Our City" and I was 

extremely pleased on how quickly they understood the curriculum. One of the studentôs parents 

whom I know told me what zones various buildings should be placed. When this particular 

student went for a drive with his parents he pointed out the Howard library was in a multipurpose 

zone and McDonalds was in the business zone. That excites me to know they are taking what 

they learn to the 'real world' 

Steve Engebos, CIBA Corp 

 

ñI love working with Sally.  We knew when we had to improvise on some of the classes.  She 

had more kids this year that needed a little more guidance.  So sometimes we did things in a 

large group instead of small groups and sometimes other students stepped up to help when we 

did small group things.  It was great.   

 When I saw the post tests I was happy they learned a lot.ò 

Miriam Hemp, about Sally LeClaire, Danz Elementary School 

 

 

 

 

ñThank you for sending such a great volunteer for JA.  The kids really enjoy having "Ms. T" in 

the class.  I am sure the kids will love to have Kristal as a volunteer once again.ò  

 

 

 

 

 

 Carolina Bacelis, Danz Elementary School about Krystal Thibodeau, Baylake Bank 

 

ñThis group of kids were so outgoing, they always had something exciting to tell us which was 

fun. Gotta love it!  I have had the pleasure of facilitating 2nd graders, 5th graders and now 

kindergarteners. I have co-facilitated with my mom (Joan Radtke) and coworkers (Deb 

Caelwaerts, Cathy VandenHeuvel) and regardless of age, the children greet us with their 

excitement about it being "Junior Achievement" time. They really like the hands on experience 

and they may not even realize it at an early age, but it really is preparing them for the real world. 

I am really thankful that my employer supports this great cause and I can be a part of influencing 

and helping the younger generation.ò 

Julie Russell, Humana Inc.  

 

ñI want to let you know that the volunteer that I have this year is AMAZING!  Carol Schroeder-

Puzen is a wonderful lady and is really doing an excellent job in teaching the students the 4th 

grade material on Regions.  My class is so engaged and volunteering their answers for Carol and 

able to relate what she is teaching them to real life.  Carol is a volunteer that needs to return.  I 

will not be teaching 4th grade next year, but I know she would do well in the other 4th grade 

classrooms.  I know that you probably have received emails that were not so positive in regards 

to volunteers in the past so I wanted to make sure I emailed you a positive email regarding a 

volunteer.  Carol is a wonderful volunteer!ò 

Amy Wendricks, Glenbrook Elementary School about Carol Schroeder-Puzen 
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"I was really nervous about my first session with the students, but since I had all the wonderful 

materials from JA at my fingertips, it was much easier than I anticipated. The kids really looked 

forward to me coming each week and I looked forward to seeing them too. JA will definitely be 

on my volunteer agenda the next time around." 

 

 

 

                                                                          Elizabeth Birling, United Healthcare 

 

ñThe activity was always very helpful for the students to understand what the lesson was about.  

Every time I would go into the classroom, I was always welcomed with smiling faces and open 

arms.  The kids were fantastic and we had a lot of fun!ò   

Melissa Ronsman, Ameriprise Auto and Home Insurance 

 

ñWe have the students vote on many items, and in some cases the teacher(s), aid(s), and me.  The 

kids enjoy the competition.  Seeing such a diverse group of students working together, having 

fun and truly relating to the content.  They genuinely get excited to talk about starting their own 

businesses and enjoy and group activities and the competitive nature Iôve added with the 

teacher(s).  (While other programs are sometimes a bit more difficult for the students to relate 

to/get fire up about.)ò 

Matt Gelb, Wipfli LLP  

 

ñI enjoyed working with the kids and was a little sad when the last session ended. They were an 

incredible class! It was like they were little information sponges. I presented the material that 

was provided and also incorporated some of my own experiences. I asked a lot of questions of 

them, which prompted a 100% class participation rate. It was very fulfilling to see how creative 

these young minds can be, when challenged to come up with new ideas to a subject they might 

not be very familiar with. It really gave me a sense of accomplishment at the end when I quizzed 

them on what we had learned together. I will certainly be an advocate for Junior Achievement in 

my future endeavors, and will volunteer again!ò 

Ron Nikolai about Carey Gamble, Valley View School 

 

ñI enjoyed myself again this year!  Meadowbrook Elementary Schoolôs 3rd grade students were 

bright and willing to learn and Mrs. Schneeberger was great to work with.  Iôve invited her class 

to visit ITT Technical Institute as a field trip!  One year Mrs. Gusickôs 3rd grade class walked 

here from Meadowbrook.  They had a nice walk to our campus on a beautiful spring day and the 

students had the opportunity to tour an institution of higher learning.ò 

Lisa Zeise, ITT Technical Institute ï Green Bay Campus 

 

ñI do receive feedback each week at the beginning of class that they are happy it is JA day.  They 

started to verbalize this about the 3rd class.   So that makes me feel good.  I agree volunteering 

has so many rewards.  The idea of making a difference to one person is my motivation and I 

believe that someone will remember something.  To wake up each day and say how can I make 

someoneôs day better is the ultimate way to start my day.ò  

Linda McDonald, Schneider Logistics 

 

ñTricia was a very engaged teacher and extremely involved in the class.  As an incentive, she 

tied extra credit to the last lesson/the Titan Challenge giving the winner and the second runner up 

extra credit points which increase the competition substantially - what fun!  The students seemed 

to enjoy the experience - many of the Juniors are planning on participating in the Business 

Challenge as a result. The materials from JA worked well and the computer system (web) 

worked nicely.ò 

 

 

                                     Deb Runnoe, Humana Inc. about Tricia  Gross, De Pere High School 

 

ñThanks for the opportunity.  It was a good learning experience for both the students as well as 

myself.  I believe they walked away having a bit more knowledge and I did the same with my 

interaction with them.   I think everyone can make the best of their situation.  My goal is to make 

a difference in the world that I live in, and this is a small way to do so.  You can quote me 

anytime Thanks to Ms. Alexejun and her cooperative nature.ò   

Carl Kopcznski, Ameriprise Auto and Home Insurance about Andrea Alexejun, 

Washington Middle School 
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Here is a picture of an oven mitt given from the students of Altmayer Elementary 

School to Karen Sroda, Infinity Technology  

They wanted to thank her for ñgiving a helping hand!ò 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craig Laes of Patriot Mortgage Services Inc. wanted to share the letter the students from 

Westwood Elementary sent him,                                  

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


